
Congress of South Africa Trade Unions:  
Hands off the CCS! COSATU is dismayed to hear that the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
is considering closing its world-renowned Centre for Civil Society (CCS) on  
31 December 2008 for what sound like paltry and quite possibly spurious reasons – that 
staff do not have "permanent" funding. The CCS’s objective is “to advance socio-
economic and environmental justice by developing critical knowledge about, for and in 
dialogue with, civil society through teaching, research and publishing” It was established 
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in July 2001, with the mission of “promoting the 
study of South African civil society as a legitimate, flourishing area of scholarly 
activity”. A related goal was “to develop partnerships within civil society aimed at 
capacity-building, knowledge sharing, and generating reflection and debate”. All such 
research institutions as the CCS are precious to COSATU, especially those like the CCS 
that are products of the 1994 democratic breakthrough, and not relics of the apartheid 
past. The working class, which is the largest, most technically, socially and politically 
advanced component of civil society in our country, is acutely aware of the value of 
intellectual labour. COSATU sincerely hopes that the university administrators who want 
to close the CCS will quickly realise their mistake and instead of muttering threats, will 
now support this valuable institution. If there is a genuine problem of finding funds for 
the unit, the government must step in to fund this important institution.  
 
Professor Immanuel Wallerstein, Yale University Department of Sociology:  
I am appalled to learn that Dean McCracken has informed Patrick Bond of the imminent 
closure of the Centre for Civil Society. As you surely know, the single most prestigious 
activity of the UKZN, at least as seen from a United States vantage-point, is the CCS. 
Those of us who try to follow what is going on in South Africa have come to rely upon 
the CCS as the best single source of wide information. Closing it down would not only 
damage severely UKZN's reputation but would set back research worldwide on 
contemporary South Africa. The CCS is the jewel in your crown. Why would anyone 
want to close it down?  
 
Professor Jocelyn Alexander, Queen Elizabeth House, Department of International 
Development, University of Oxford:  
I was astounded to hear that UKZN plans to shut down the Centre for Civil Society by 
the end of this year. The Centre provides an invaluable and quite unique space in which 
the promotion of rigorous research is combined with links to community groups and 
social movements, public events, and the publication and dissemination of books, articles 
and web site-based materials. This is a real intellectual centre, known around the world, 
offering genuine insights into matters of concern to us all, and always willing to engage 
fellow researchers and activists with a generous and open spirit. We need more such 
centres, not less.  
 
Dr Timothy Quinlan, Research Director, UKZN Health Economics and AIDS 
Research Division:  
Have just read the news on CCS as confusing as the UKZN management position seems 
to be! The argument for closure -that CCS does not have 'permanent' funding or funding 
'in perpetuity' - is clearly not the reason. To support your contention, HEARD does not 



have such funding nor does CAPRISA - the med. schools flagship HIV/AIDS 'project' 
nor do a host of other units ; it is simply not the nature of contemporary research funding 
-soft funding is the norm and a function of entrapreneurialism at universities and the 
university has standard financial and HR means to enable them (e.g. 2 year contracts; no 
overdraft rules, setting up NU Health, etc, etc.). This is all very obvious and well known -
so there is need for clarity from UKZN management as to why this threat was made and 
the manner of it -because it is clearly absurd. UKZN's PR documents for public 
marketing in 2007 made extensive use of such funded units to highlight the University's 
'research capacity and 'community outreach' agenda.  
 
Professor Francie Lund, UKZN School of Development Studies:  
I am appalled at the decision to close the CCS; the process by which CCS and the School 
were informed; and the complete lack of fit between the findings of the evaluation, which 
was taken so seriously by those who participated, and the decision that was conveyed to 
you. I wish you strength in contesting this decision.  
 
Professor Elizabeth Oehrle, UKZN:  
To close the CCS, a highly respected and necessary center at our tertiary institution, is an 
act arising out of ignorance and/or short sightedness on the part of the administration. 
Staff and students should not be allow this to happen. Such a misguided decision must be 
turned around immediately.  
 
Professor Fatima Meer:  
My experience with it (the CCS) is largely the involvement in the community with civil 
society, and I think it is playing a very significant role. The University can become a 
place on the hill and it looks down on the city…the CCS, which understand(s) what is 
going on in the community… plays a good role there. It is also a teacher to the people 
who are far removed from academia. So, I think it is a very commendable department of 
good will.  
 
Desmond D’Sa, Chairperson of South Durban Community Environmental Alliance:  
The CCS has opened its doors to the poor, vulnerable and marginalized who would 
otherwise not be able to access education so desperately needed in our communities. The 
CCS over the years has been able to host several workshops on housing, basic services 
such as water, electricity, climate change, globalization etc. We, as the South Durban 
communities, have been very fortunate to work with the CCS and are able to bring our 
people on a regular basis to these workshops. The CCS provides a platform where real 
struggles of ordinary people are spoken. The Director Patrick Bond and his staff have all 
worked hard to ensure that the CCS embodies the spirit of the Centre’s founders (and) 
that it be people centred and a place for all. We hope that this practice continues.  
 
Stefan Andreasson, Queen's University Belfast Department of Politics:  
Recent news regarding the planned closure of the UKZN's CCS is most disappointing and 
of great concern for all of us in the wider academic community who have over the years 
appreciated the centre's great diversity of scholarship and its consistently impressive 
quality output. It is very difficult to understand the logic behind this apparent decision; 



why, indeed, the UKZN would contemplate shutting down the activity of such an 
obviously successful research unit. Having never had the opportunity to visit or be 
affiliated with the Centre myself I have nevertheless found many of its publications 
informative and useful in my own research and the Centre's staff most helpful in 
responding to inquiries regarding my own work. My undergraduate students taking 
"Politics of Southern Africa", the majority of which have not yet had the opportunity to 
visit the region, have found the Centre's website an outstanding resource in terms of 
"getting to know" a bit more about contemporary social and political issues, and also to 
find inspiration for their own research topics.  
 
Trevor Ngwane, Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee organiser:  
On behalf of the Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee, an affiliate of the Anti-
Privatisation Forum, I would like to put on record our shock and feeling of outrage at the 
news that you are planning to close down the Centre for Civil Society. From what we 
have gathered on this matter and our own experience of working with this institute we 
strongly believe that this is a politically motivated attack on progressive and relevant 
scholarship. What a shame! What is happening to our country? At a time when South 
African society finds itself in a crisis of legitimacy, leadership, socio-economic security 
and political stability, we need clear-headed, relevant and committed scholarship that will 
shed light on the issues and suggest viable and just solutions. Instead the UKZN 
management is deciding to unilaterally close down one of the few remaining centres of 
committed and progressive scholarship in the country. CCS has over the years given 
grassroots organisations such as ours support and hope that the academic establishment 
can and sometimes does contribute to the struggle to stop the rich richer and the poor 
poorer; and taht it can and sometimes does conduct research aimed at improving the lives 
of the poorest of the poor. CCS's work indicated to us that academic institutions are not 
mere ivory towers conducting work that benefits the ruling class and the rich. For 
example, the CCS's Prof Patrick Bond made expert submissions in the recent court case 
to assure water for all. The community of Phiri, organised by our organisation, and 
getting support from the Coalition Against Water Privatisation, won the court case 
against pre-paid water meters. Judge Moroa Tsoka ruled that pre-paid water meters are 
unlawful and unconstitutional and are a violation of human rights. CCS has also given 
crucial support to communities around Durban under attack from oil-producing 
companies which are intent on making profits at great cost to the environment and 
threatening people's lives. CCS has also organised ground breaking research into social 
movements such as ours, the Treatment Action Campaign and others, research that 
helped our organisations to understand themselves and the context in which we operate 
thus helping us in strengthening our struggles. We urge you to reconsider your decision 
of closing down the CCS. We see this as nothing else but an attack on the struggle to 
better the lives of the working class and the poor through research. We also see it as an 
attempt to divorce academic scholarship from the problems faced by millions and 
millions of ordinary people ground by the pro-big business neoliberal policies of the 
government. We say: Hands off the CCS! Thank you.  
 
Professor Bill Freund, UKZN Department of Economic History:  
If the reports that I have read are accurate moreover, the Centre 's basic approach is quite 



strongly endorsed in the review committee assessment; the university has in effect chosen 
not to accept the considered judgement of the most appropriate panel which sounds very 
similar to what my own judgement would have been had I been included in the 
committee. As the committee points out, the Centre gives UKZN the reputation of being 
a place where social activists and critics of injustice in this society are welcomed and able 
to get an effective hearing. It has very substantial outreach activities which make it 
possible for people to see this university as a place where those who are not bureaucrats 
or businessmen may get a hearing and a voice. This may not always lead to a polished 
academic project but it has an importance of its own and the Voices of Protest volume 
and other outcomes do in fact represent a substantial academic contribution as well. It can 
be argued strongly that incorporating centre activities within more diffuse operations, 
dissolving it as an entity, will take away from this and only makes sense to me if there is 
a strong mismanagement problem. Keeping this reputation of independence and support 
for local activism is extremely important to the modest, understaffed little world of the 
social sciences in our university and represents in its way a contemporary voice that 
follows in the wake of a long tradition of harbouring South African critical voices that 
certainly has nurtured both of the foundational institutions that came together to make 
UKZN. You don't have to endorse every speaker or every initiative of the Centre to 
perceive that this kind of tradition has not become irrelevant because there is now a 
democratically elected government. A good university anywhere and anytime is not 
simply a factory for turning out enskilled graduates or following government precepts 
uncritically.  
 
Carl Death, Department of International Politics, University of Aberystwyth:  
I have been shocked and saddened to hear of the threats to CCS existence - although the 
strength of your responses and those from around the world are a silver lining to an 
otherwise depressing cloud. My time spent as a visiting scholar at CCS in 2006-2007 was 
one of the most productive, stimulating and challenging periods of my PhD research, and 
their support, research environment and contacts have been invaluable to the completion 
of my thesis. Since being hosted by CCS I have been appointed as a full-time lecturer in 
African Politics at Dublin City University, and intend to highlight the online resources 
CCS provides as a important facility for my students. Without CCS' support my PhD, 
research and academic career would be impoverished, and I had been looking forward to 
visiting them again in the future. Closing CSS would an immeasurable loss and would 
demonstrate a worrying lack of appreciation of the energy, comradeship, openess and 
intellect of its staff and members.  
 
Tafadzwa Muropa, Zimbabwe social justice activist:  
Over the past week, I have learned that CCS might be closed! How can it be at a time like 
this? I just hope that SA academic leadership will not turn out to be like the Zimbabwean 
state leadership. I am among those supporting you in ensuring that CCS remains where it 
should be! I have become who I am partly because of my exposure at CCS, so don't give 
up, not now!  
 
Gavin Capps, London School of Economics:  
I am absolutely staggered that the university authorities could be so short-sighted to close 



what is without doubt not only the pre-eminent centre of its type in South Africa, but the 
region as a whole. The research the CCS produces is consistently original, engaged and 
focussed toward the goals of the deepest possible democratic transformation of post-
apartheid South Africa. It is consequently an invaluable resource not only for local civil 
society, but also for researchers such as myself working on these issues from abroad. I 
am sure that if such a move were being made in neighbouring Zimbabwe, we would be 
hearing all about the stifling of academic freedom by the single-party state. The 
university authorities should think very carefully about the signal that they will be 
sending the outside world if they press ahead with the threatened closure of a Centre that 
has not only gained an international reputation for the quality of its output, but also for 
the critical independence of its voice.  
 
Maarten de Wit, University of Cape Town AEON- Africa Earth Observatory 
Network and Department of Geological Sciences: 
Its hard to believe (newsmedia) that you are facing onslaught from within an institution 
that should nurture discourse and knowledge building, not abolish it. Your research into 
environmental justice through social dialogue has set new standards and is a role model 
for others to follow.  
 
Shannon Walsh, Centre for Developing Area Studies, McGill University, Montreal:  
It is with shock and sadness that news CCS is under attack and threatened with closure 
has come to me here in Canada. With the Centre's stellar international reputation and 
ongoing local grassroots praxis, this news can only be seen as a politically motivated 
attempt to quell intellectual freedom and dissent. I join my voice with the many others 
who have already come forward in expressing my deep commitment, appreciation and 
gratitude towards the Centre. It would be a terrible loss to the intellectual and activist 
community in South Africa and beyond, as I myself know so well, having been a visiting 
scholar at CCS on occasion. The role of practice, intellectual scholarship, social 
movement support, politically relevant research, and grassroots activism at CCS is really 
equal to none. The CCS is a space of intellectual nourishment and praxis that is rare to 
find anywhere, and must be preserved at all costs. There are a great many of us who will 
continue to do whatever it is in our power to ensure the continued existence, in all its 
vibrancy, of the CCS! Viva CCS, Viva!  
 
Professor Brian Raftopoulos, Zimbabwean political analyst:  
I want to join the many voices that have condemned the threat to the future of the CCS. 
Your own work and that of the Centre have made an enormous contribution to 
strengthening the progressive voices in the region. Let us hope that the management of 
UKZN retreats from this disastrous position. Best wishes to all at CCS.  
 
Leo Zeilig, Lecturer, University of the Witwatersrand Department of Sociology and 
research fellow at the University of Johannesburg Centre for Sociological Research: 
I am astonished at the short-sighted stupidity of the University of KwaZulu Natal for 
wanting to close the Centre for Civil Society. The Centre has an impressive international 
reputation for academic brilliance and socially engaged research in the humanities. It has 
been a beacon of critical and ground breaking scholarship for years, inviting and funding 



scholars from across the continent – and often providing a life line for the continued 
academic research of academics in other African countries. I have made use of the Centre 
on a number of occasions, writing for the website, working on a project on social 
movements in Southern Africa and, crucially, using material and expertise that is 
uniquely housed at the CCS. There is much talk of the development of higher education 
in South Africa, and for many inside and outside the country, the CCS makes the most 
exciting and important contributions to social science research. Closure of the Centre for 
Civil Society would be an act of extraordinary vandalism, and augurs ill for the further 
growth of South Africa’s reputation in university education and research. clk.atdmt.com  
 
Teivo Teivainen, Head of Department and Professor of World Politics, University of 
Helsinki Department of Political Science: 
It is with great sadness that I hear of the plans to close down your university's world-
famous Centre for Civil Society. Over the past years I have witnessed how the Centre has 
played an important role in academic articulations around the world. Producing high-
quality publications and seminars, it is a source of inspiration for many researchers. For 
the University of Helsinki, in which I am Head of the Political Science Department, the 
Centre is an important partner. Closing it down would certainly make our collaboration 
with the UKZN more complicated. I have graduate students writing their PhD who hope 
to have the Centre as their key academic host in South Africa. I have professor colleagues 
who plan to visit the Centre because they have heard so many good things about it. I 
participate in international networks whose members from India to the Netherlands and 
Peru consider the Centre a key part of the networks. In short, it is difficult to comprehend 
how any university could even consider closing down a centre with such a world-wide 
reputation of academic excellence. Instead, one would imagine that a university that 
values high-quality research and international recognition would eagerly increase its 
support to such a centre. I look forward to many years of fruitful collaboration with the 
Centre for Civil Society.  
 
Michele Pickover, Chairperson Animal Rights Africa and Curator of Manuscripts, 
Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand:  
I am writing to you on behalf of Animal Rights Africa as well as in my personal capacity 
to object in the strongest possible terms to the proposed closure of the Centre for Civil 
Society (CCS) by the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN). We are horrified that 
UKZN can come to such a decision given the unique and critical role that CCS plays in 
relation to developing public policy, advancing critical knowledge, encouraging debate 
and improving socio-economic and environmental justice. We cannot allow this to 
happen. I am deeply saddened and concerned about this. Please let me know if there is 
anything I/we can do to help  
 
Professor Suleman Dangor, UKZN School of Religion and Theology:  
Hats off to you guys for standing up for your rights. There are too many arbitrary 
decisions by sectors of the management which impinge on the rights of staff and students 
- in this casecontrary to the recommendations of reviewers. This has to be challenged - if 
the academic enterprise is to survive at UKZN.  
 



Westcliff Flat Dwellers Association: 
It is with great sadness that we recently heard about the University’s recommendation to 
close down the Centre for Civil Society. We the Westcliff Flat Residents Association 
have been affiliated to CCS since it’s inception. In some way, we feel that the Centre is a 
direct product of the communities in Chatsworth struggle against social injustices. The 
Centre has created a platform for not just Chatsworth but many other community based 
organisations to come together. The Wolpe lectures, seminars, workshops, film series etc. 
has contributed educationally and socially. The Centre has empowered many community 
leaders with the understanding and the knowledge derived from research as a weapon to 
engage with government. The research produced by the Centre has given many of us 
broad knowledge and understanding not just of local issues but of national and global 
issues. We are sad because this door will now be closed to many communities like ours. 
The relationship with the Centre has been one that communities like ours have never 
experienced before. The Centre has created an opportunity too many grassroot people to 
be aligned to the Centre & University even thou we are finally depressed. This has been 
the only opportunity for many of us to really understand, know and experience what life 
at at University is. We would sadly miss this opportunity if the Centre closes down. We 
are not use to been evicted as a community of Chatsworth ie. We have challenged 
government and have succeeded; we will challenge every other oppressor. Forward with 
the good work CCS! Away with marginalisation!  
 
Leonard Gentle, director of the International Labour Research and Information 
Group (University of Cape Town Department of Sociology):  
The Centre for Civil Society has been a major source for information, analysis and 
critical debate amongst progressive academics and social justice activists. This in a 
period when there is a dearth of left wing scholarship at the universities and yet such an 
obvious demand for information and ideas from a growing pool of activists and 
intellectuals interested inn understanding the neo-liberal world order and the possibility 
of alternatives. As such it makes no sense to contemplate any idea of, effectively, 
shutting CCS down and instead we urge the university authorities to make necessary 
resources available to expand its scope and function.  
 
Ashraf Patel, social justice activist, Gauteng:  
It is with a heavy heart that we hear of the sudden and imminent closure of the CCS @ 
UKZN. The CCS has been a mainstay in supporting key development research for civil 
society in South Africa. It has given voice to many unheard voices in the complex policy 
debates and on the key issues that affect peoples lives. CCS has been a vibrant centre of 
local and social mobilisation and in my view one of the best examples of the expression 
of university transformations in the country. The work you have done has empowered 
African researchers, particularly in the SADC region. We really hope that the UKZN 
administration can reconsider this ill timed decision. Good luck with the ongoing 
negotiations we look forward to a positive outcome that saves CCS  
 
John Heinrich, Chief Executive Officer of the SA National Tuberculosis 
Association:  
We at the South African National Tuberculosis Association (SANTA) view the proposed 



closure of the CCS with dismay. Agree or disagree with viewpoints expressed by CCS 
the simple fact remains that the Centre has been andremains an important voice of Civil 
Society. There seems to be a reluctance to accept Civil Society as an important, if not 
critical, element of a democracy and this move appears to be yet another attempt to 
marginalise this force for transparency and fairness in the country. Let us hope that sense 
will prevail and this decision by UKZN will be reviewed.  
 
Femi Aborisade, Director, Centre for Labour Studies, Nigeria:  
On behalf of the Centre for Labour Studies (CLS), a Nigerian labour based research 
centre, I write formally to vehemently protest the proposed closure of CCS. It is a bizzare 
decision. The CCS has produced publications which are considered useful not only from 
the point of view of understanding social processes in South Africa but also in 
interpreting developments on a continental basis. The CCS has positively projected the 
image of UKZN in several respects, particularly from the standpoint of its numerous 
research reports,Fellowships to South African and African researchers, all of which 
correspond to the declared mission of UKZN. So, why would such an excellent Centre be 
closed? It would be a monumental disservice to Africa for the CCS to be closed. Nigerian 
academics who have directly and indirectly benefitted from the intellectual contributions 
of the CCS call on the UKZN authorities to hands off CCS.  
 
Dr Chandra Kumar, Research Associate, Departments of Philosophy and Political 
and International Studies, Rhodes University: 
I was at UKZN as a senior lecturer in the politics department in 2005. I can say that it 
was the CCS that made the university more than just the usual dreary place it typically is. 
It was because of the events, talks and generally critical, politically conscious atmosphere 
fostered by the people at CCS that UKZN was a fun, exciting place to be. The university 
is obviously going in a corporate-friendly direction - even more than it already was when 
I was there and the merger with Durban Westville was beginning to take place. I hope 
you and your colleagues can successfully appeal this ridiculous decision. I hope lots of 
people protest. UKZN should not give up the one thing that made it different from almost 
every other university in the country. The CCS gave the university a kind of character 
that made it better, to my mind, than all the other major universities.  
 
Dr Lorenzo Fioramonti, Post Doctoral Fellow in International Relations and EU 
foreign policy, University of Bologna Department of Politics, Institutions, History: 
The reasons put forward by the UKZN management to shut down the CCS are 
profoundly misleading, if not hypocritical. All autonomous research centres around the 
world struggle to acquire financial sustainability, especially when they dedicate their time 
and passion to cutting edge research, rather than sell out their souls to philanthro-
capitalists and invasive donor agencies. A truly independent research centre is, by 
definition, in constant financial turmoil. This is the only way to retain one's autonomy in 
today's world. In 2004, when I was still a young academic criss-crossing South Africa for 
a three-year fieldwork, I visited the CCS for a couple of months. I was amazed at the 
vibrancy of the commitment and the passion with which they carried out their work. The 
CCS has become a symbol of research and activism all over the world.  
 



Kathleen Diga, Canadian International Development Research Centre, Midrand, 
South Africa:  
As an alumna of the School of Development Studies, I am in support of your appeal to 
the university to keep the Centre for Civil Society at UKZN open. During my time at the 
university, the CCS encouraged the use of new methodologies and participatory action 
research to best understand civil society; such new and innovative ideas should be 
encouraged in the name of the advancement of social research. The Centre has brought a 
diverse wave of academia to speak on civil society issues and the CCS tries innovative 
Web 2.0 and collaborative forums to open the discussion beyond the physical space of 
the centre. In Information & Communication Technologies for Development (ICT4D), 
your attempts to use such creative methods of civil society participation are beyond the 
steps taken or used by other research institutes in Africa.  
 
David Sogge, TransNational Institute, Amsterdam (and author of Atlantic 
Philanthropies 5-year review of CCS, 2006):  
The Krumm Review Panel report of February 2008 clearly substantiates and reinforces 
the positive findings of my 2006 review of CCS. I am therefore puzzled and disheartened 
that a university leadership, instead of expressing enthusiasm for a Centre which 
available evidence and informed opinion endorse for its vibrant contributions to 
scholarship, learning and activism, would reach a wholly contrary conclusion.  
 
Peter Rorvik, Director, UKZN Centre for Creative Arts: 
The Centre for Creative Arts has found the Centre for Civil Society to be one of its most 
proactive campus partners and we are disappointed and alarmed at the prospect of its 
closure. The CCA deeply appreciates CCS responsiveness to joint activities engaged in 
by the two centres, such as forum discussions, film screenings, and community 
engagements, both within and outside the CCA's programme of literary and film 
festivals, and as a source of relevant conscientising material. We remain optimistic that 
ways be found to secure the continuation of this most necessary voice.  
 
Giuliano Martiniello, PhD student, School of Politics and International Studies, 
University of Leeds:  
To the University of KwaZulu-Natal authorities, Many people in South Africa and in the 
world have already described and can better describe the role that CCS has played in the 
academic panorama of the social sciences on a global scale. As a PhD student and 
visiting scholar at CCS in the previous year I can say that without the support of the 
centre, in terms of human and material resources, my research and my field work could 
have not been completed. The scientific rigour, the opening of the centre to the 
communities and social struggles, the reputation and the active involvement of all its 
members make the centre one of the cores of the reseacrh in the social sciences in Africa. 
An eye on the continent which is at the same time a social monitor and a sign of hope. Its 
loss would be unforgivable.  
 
Rebecca Himlin, Executive Director, Planact:  
I was appalled to learn of the possibility that the Centre for Civil Society would be closed 
by the U- KZN, when what our country needs most is critical debate on real issues that 



affect the poor, something that the CCS never shies away from. If academic institutions 
repress this, how much worse is it in the rest of society? I was encouraged by the recent 
news on the CCS website that a process of consultation with academic departments is 
now underway. I hope that the resolution is a strengthened, even more independent CCS.  
 
Professor Rex Fyles, University of Ottawa Faculty of Social Sciences: 
I would like to add my name to the long list of local and international intellectuals and 
activists who are deeply concerned about the future of UKZN's Centre for Civil Society. I 
recently (May 2008) collaborated with the Centre in offering a three week course to a 
group of development studies students from the University of Ottawa. The Centre's 
unique ability to draw on theoretical debates, global alliances and the grass roots activism 
of marginalized communities offered an extremely rich, open environment for research 
and debate for myself and my students. This balance is extremely difficult to achieve in a 
university environment anywhere on earth. UKZN should invest in fostering the unique 
space the Centre creates as an asset for the entire institution rather than threatening to 
close it.  
 
Doug Henwood, Left Business Observer:  
I'm very relieved to hear that the university administration has decided to allow the 
Centre for Civil Society to keep doing its globally important work. At a time when 
neoliberal orthodoxy is visibly failing even in its homeland, the United States, the whole 
world needs the kind of thought and communication that the CCS produces. The Centre 
is something the university should be proud of.  
 
Professor Devan Pillay, Head, Wits University Department of Sociology: 
My colleagues and I were alarmed to hear of the proposed closure of the CCS, and are 
relieved that this decision has now been reversed. The CCS since its inception has been 
an inspiration in the research and advocacy work it engages in. Your publications and 
public events are fully in tune with the principles of our democracy, as it provides a 
much-needed alternative voice to those that dominate our society, whether through the 
media or indeed in academia. Democracy is precisely about the flowering of as many 
voices as possible, and the voice the CSS seeks to articulate - that of the poor and 
marginalised - is much needed. Long may you live, and long may we continue to work 
together in the interests of social justice and democracy.  
 
Lincoln Addison, PhD Candidate, Rutgers University Department of Anthropology 
New Jersey, USA: 
I have benefitted greatly from materials posted on the CCS website. In particular, a series 
of articles written by Stephen Greenberg were instrumental in the writing of my Masters 
Thesis, which addressed farm workers and neoliberal restructuring in South Africa. I 
hope to have access to more CCS writings in the future as I pursue my PhD.  
 
Theodore Powers, Africanist Doctoral Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars and PhD Candidate, City University of New York Graduate 
Center:  
As a Ph.D. student analyzing HIV/AIDS policy in the post-apartheid period, the research 



produced by the Centre for Civil Society (CCS) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal has 
proven to be an invaluable resource. The broad focus on social justice at CCS produces 
research that is grounded in the challenges South Africa continues to face in creating a 
non-racialist and equal society and has applicability to a variety of research interests. 
Closing CCS will curtail an important stream of critical academic voices and lower the 
international profile of the South African academy, particularly in the United States.  
 
Professor Peter Rachleff, Macalester College History Department, St. Paul, 
Minnesota: 
I am an historian of the U.S. working class who has branched out in the past decade into 
comparative work with the South African working class experience. I am also the faculty 
director of a program funded by the Mellon Foundation which is designed to support 
students of color going on to graduate study in the Humanities and Social Sciences with 
the intent of becoming the faculty of the future. In all of these endeavors, I have found 
the resources, the ideas, the insights, the connections, and the encouragement of the 
Center for Civil Society utterly invaluable.  
 
Dr Miles Larmer, Lecturer in International History, University of Sheffield, UK:  
The Centre for Civil Society is an internationally recognised centre of excellence of 
social science research, which has generated some of the most important knowledge 
regarding societal change in South Africa and the wider African continent over the last 
decade. As someone who has benefited greatly from five years of contact with the 
expertise and experience of the Centre's faculty and students, I find it inexplicable that 
the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal would even consider its closure. The loss of CCS will 
damage the prestige and profile of UKZN and reduce international comprehension of the 
changing nature of contemporary South Africa.  
 
Dr Peter Dwyer, Ruskin College, Oxford, UK:  
Since completing a Postdoctoral fellowship at the CCS in 2004 I, together with many 
academic colleagues around the world, have constantly drawn on CCS publications and 
expertise as an invaluable resource for my work on civil society in South and Southern 
Africa. The CCS is a shining example of not only African academic excellence but it has 
also been a catalyst for giving birth to and showcasing emerging African scholarship. 
However, its greatest strength is in its unique relationship with local communities and 
helping to serve their needs and aspirations-in this it is perhaps unparalled in the acdemic 
world. Its loss will not only be felt locally but also globally.  
 
Professor Alex Callinicos, Professor of European Studies, French Department, 
King's College London:  
This is to express my support for and solidarity with the Centre for Civil Society. The 
idea that it should be shut down is quite ridiculous.  
 
Professor David Seddon, University of East Anglia School of Development Studies, 
Norwich UK: 
I am writing in support of the Centre for Civil Society and to communicate my view - and 
that of many of those concerned with maintaining quality action research in the areas 



where CCS works - that its work is of considerable significance in providing valuable 
research and policy materials for wide wde in the furtherance of an diverse, informed, 
progressive, tolerant and just society in South Africa.  
 
Nicole Doerr, European University Institute, Florence:  
I was hosted by the Centre and got to know many people among researchers and activists 
involved in its stimulating life and public workshops organised with civil society 
movements and international academics and activists. People associated to the Centre 
were among the personally most inspiring persons I have met, also intellectually, and 
academically, and I hope the CCS can continue as a Centre for independent thinking. I 
am only a student, and spontaneously I do not know about fund raising, but I support you.  
 
Laurence Cox, Director of BA (Politics) and Lecturer in Sociology, National 
University of Ireland, Maynooth:  
Just a few words about the global significance of the CCS. Its pioneering work in 
developing models of engagement and dialogue between academia and civil society has 
been widely influential, not least in my own field of social movements research. The CCS 
provides a benchmark for other work in this area, and it would be a truly bizarre decision 
to close or otherwise damage an institution of such standing.  
 
Dr. Kevin Danaher, Co-founder, Global Exchange; Founder and Executive Co-
Producer, Green Festivals; and Executive Director, Global Citizen Center: 
The Centre for Civil Society (CCS) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal has a very solid 
reputation among those of us in the United States who take Africa and development 
issues seriously. We recommend that they be supported fully so they can expand their 
excellent contributions to scholarly research and social welfare. I have known Professor 
Patrick Bond for 30 years and find him to be an exemplary scholar and public citizen.  
 
Professor Daria Roithmayr, University of Southern California School of Law:  
I visited the Center in December of 2005 and have been a follower of the Center’s since 
2002. When I was asked to advise on the founding of the Center for Institutional 
Diversity at the University of Michigan, I urged them to follow, to the letter, the structure 
and process of CCS. Those of here in the US who do work on South Africa all without 
exception look to CCS as the most important clearinghouse for research and knowledge. 
CCS is the essential, central hub in a network of information and institutions that spans 
the globe. Remove CCS and you destroy that network.  
 
Dr Dale McKinley, Coalition Against Water Privatisation:  
The Centre for Civil Society has been, and remains, a crucially important component of 
South Africa’s progressive intellectual and social/civil ‘society’. It has been one of the 
few academic institutions which has moved outside of the artificially constructed 
boundaries between the academy and popular social and political forces, with particular 
reference to community organisations and new social movements. In the present climate 
of commodified knowledge and intellectual endeavour, the existence and continuation of 
CCS’s crucial work and contributions is both needed and necessary.  
 



Professor Manisha Desai, Director, Storrs University Women's Studies Program 
and Past President, Sociologists For Women in Society:  
I am writing in support of the Center and to let you all know how helpful it has been for 
me both in my teaching and scholarship and how I use it as a model of the kind of centers 
we need on our campus. I am delighted to hear that it wont be closed at the end of the 
year and hope that the University will find ways to support such a vibrant model of 
engaged public scholarship.  
 
Dan Pretorius, attorney, AIDS Law Project:  
CCS materials provide an alternative view to provoke me to think further about issues 
outside my own narrow specialities and I value this enormously.  
 
Professor William G. Martin, Binghamton University Sociology Department:  
I was stunned to hear of the decision to close the Centre. For those of us in North 
America and Europe (as in South Africa), the CCS has become an invaluable resource for 
those working on social movements and social justice issues. From the staff’s own work 
and publications, through its many seminars and conferences, to its outreach activities, 
the Centre sets the standard for high-quality, engaged research. It cannot be replaced and 
its loss would be a serious blow not only to UKZN but the wider social science 
community.  
 
J. Martin Pedersen, Lancaster University Department of Philosophy:  
With climate change and food crisis on the global agenda the world needs institutions and 
organisations that connect researchers, activists and communities in order to foster a 
strong global civil society that can define the political structures required to overcome the 
current challenges faced by the human kind and modern civlization. It seems to me that 
Centre for Civil Society is one such institution and it would be a great loss to all of us if 
the activities of this great, little place were discontinued.  
 
Dr Horacio Zandamela, University of the Witwatersrand Graduate School of Public 
and Development Management:  
It is with great indignation that I take note of the possibility of closing CCS. There is no 
doubt that the centre represents a strong voice in promoting socio-economic justice. I am 
tempted to believe that appropriate reconsideration will be made to allow this institution 
to continue conveying the voice of social justice, which is an important aspect of 
promoting development in South Africa. I would like to join my voice in supporting the 
work of CCS.  
 
Professor Elias K. Bongmba, The Harry and Hazel Chavanne Chair in Christian 
Theology, Rice University Department of Religious Studies:  
I write to congratulate all of you at the Centre for Civil Society of The University of 
KwaZulu-Natal for the turn of events that has kept the Centre alive. It is gratifying to 
note that the decision came after an academic review board, a process which 
demonstrates that the Center is meetings its objectives. We hope that the Center will 
continue to grow and open new areas of research and dialog in a world where the 
demands for the critical engagement of civil society continues to grow.  



 
Professor Ian Taylor, School of International Relations, University of St Andrews, 
Fife, Scotland:  
I was alarmed to see the news about the possible closure of the Centre for Civil Society at 
UKZN. If UKZN is known for one thing, it is the CCS and its prolific research output 
and links to South African, African and global civil society. Professor Patrick Bond is a 
world-renowned scholar and the centre produces much-needed, in-depth work on the 
South African and global political economy. I sincerely hope that the progressive and 
critical nature of the centre's work has not stimulated this threat to its existence. UKZN's 
reputation will suffer huge damage if the centre is shut down. I urge the university 
authorities to think again.  
 
Ebrahim Harvey, Wits University Department of Sociology:  
The Centre for Civil Society has become the most important resource -- combining both 
research and activism -- for social movements in their struggles against the destructive 
effects of neo-liberal policies.  
 
Ben Cashdan, filmmaker & TV producer, Gauteng:  
I was alarmed to hear of the possible closure of the Centre for Civil Society. The CCS has 
played an important role in supporting the work of filmmakers and journalists like myself 
by providing access to its unique research and knowledge of grassroots politics, and its 
insight into issues such as service delivery. I know of a substantial number of 
documentaries and television reports on South Africa's post-apartheid debates which 
would not have been produced without the assistance of CCS. Furthermore CCS has 
played an important role in helping disseminate the work of filmamkers such as myself 
through its public screenings, especially those in townships. Please ensure its continued 
existence.  
 
Mpumi Mhlalisi, Coalition for Environmental Justice, Cape Town:  
I would like to register my disapointment with the proposed closure of the CCS Unit by 
the UKZN. This comes at a time when our young democracy really requires institutions 
of this nature, which can reflect the reality on the ground rather than rhetoric or scoring 
academic points. The CCS has created a strong relationship between communities and the 
instituton. I therefore on behalf of the Coalition for Environmental Justice reject this 
stance by the authorities and urge for the reconsideration of this decision as it will affect 
the credibility of the institution nationally and internationally.  
 
Neil Watkins, National Coordinator of Jubilee USA, Washington, DC:  
CCS is a unique and valuable resource for organizations like Jubilee USA which are 
trying to understanding the landscape of civil society in Africa and the impacts of 
globalization on the continent. I regularly use CCS books, publications, and resources in 
my own research, writing and advocacy.  
 
Dean Baker, Co-Director, Center for Economic and Policy Research, Washington 
DC:  
I was quite alarmed to learn of the University of KwaZulu-Natal's plans to close the 



Centre for Civil Society. The Centre has produced a large body of work dealing with a 
wide range of issues on globalization. I have found its work to be a valuable source of 
original thought. The international debate on globalization would lose an important voice 
if the University follows through with its plans.  
 
Beverly Bell, Director, Other Worlds and Associate Fellow, Institute for Policy 
Studies, Washington DC:  
As an organization researching and educating on economic justice and the role of civil 
society in shaping it, Other Worlds relies heavily on the materials and analysis of the 
Centre for Civil Society. We are so glad for the existence of this institution, with its 
brilliant and hard-working staff. There is nothing like it anywhere, and the loss of its 
offerings would be a horrible blow to many of us throughout the world.  
 
Dr Siphamandla Zondi, Institute for Global Dialogue:  
Without delving into institutional politics, I would like to express my support for the 
retention of the Centre on the basis of consensus internally in your institution about what 
it needs to do better in future. A positive outcome will come out of deliberations that will 
recognize the need to retain the Centre as a national and continental asset.  
 
Professor Angela Miles, Adult Education and Community Development Program, 
University of Toronto Ontario Institute for Studies in Education: 
I have just heard of the incomprehensible and undemocratic decision by Dean 
McCracken to attempt to close the Centre for Civil Society at UKZN. The excellent work 
of the Centre with its many local, national and international associates and collaborators 
and its leading academic, social and political contributions in so many areas of urgent 
current interest means that the loss of the CCS would be of grave concern far beyond the 
local region. So it is with much relief and increased respect for the university that I hear 
that proper procedures are now in motion to arrest this ill advised and autocratic move. 
While the original attempt must be an embarrassment for UKZN, the quick and effective 
reinstitution and reaffirmation of academic governance and consultation is very 
impressive and will surely enhance the reputation of UKZN among those of us around the 
world who are watching these events.  
 
Helmi Sharawy, Director, Arab-Africa Research Centre, Cairo:  
We participated with the Centre for Civil Society in Durban in a number of important 
activities, enough to let us feel that it is one of the very helpful windows for South Africa 
intellectuals into Africa, the Arab world and the global arena. We still expect more 
intellectual and popular activities through this centre.  
 
Professor Deborah Posel, Director, Wits Institute for Social and Economic 
Research; Professor Jonathan Hyslop, Deputy Director, WISER; Professor Achille 
Mbembe, WISER; Professor Michael Titlestad, WISER; Professor Lara Allen, 
WISER; Dr Irma du Plessis, WISER; Dr Ashlee Polatinsky, WISER; Dr Pamila 
Gupta, WISER; Dr Julia Hornberger, WISER:  
CSS is an important and influential research centre in the South African academy, and its 
impressive research output and contribution to the analysis of our complex society should 



be applauded. In any fledgling democracy, universities play a pivotal role in the 
development of social knowledge and in the promotion of public debate. CSS is one of 
several research entities in this country that take this responsibility seriously. To shut it 
down would be an insult to the spirit and process of democracy, and a threat to academic 
freedom. 
 
Professor Jeremy Seekings, University of Cape Town Professor of Political Studies 
and Sociology: We do not have to agree with all of the Centre's analyses to recognise 
that they comprise a very important contribution to understanding our society, and 
deserve to be debated rather than suppressed. I call on the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
to contribute to the strengthening of critical social sciences in South Africa by supporting 
fully the work of the Centre for Civil Society, and to desist immediately from its apparent 
hostility to the Centre  
 
Shailja Patel, 2009 Writer-in-Residence, Nordic Africa Institute:  
Africa's need has never been greater for civil society advocacy grounded in world-class 
research and scholarship. The Centre for Civil Society leads on both counts. Its closure 
would impoverish generations to come, and tragically shrink the space on the continent 
for engaged social sciences.  
 
Professor Eunice N. Sahle, University of North Carolina Departments of African 
Studies and International Studies, Chapel Hill:  
Since its establishment, the Centre for Civil Society at UKZN has evolved and become 
the leading site for knowledge production and dissemination in Africa and the world. To 
say that I and others have benefited from the existence of the CCS would be a great 
understatement.  
1) As an African scholar, I have come to depend on the Centre for comprehensive and 
historically grounded work not only on contemporary socio-political-economic issues in 
Southern African but also on the rest of our beloved continent and the world.  
2) My undergraduate and graduate students at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill (UNC-CH) have found the Centre's work and especially their excellent and extensive 
online library a great resource in their studies.  
3) I have also in collaboration with other Professors at UNC sought and received 
institutional support for our graduate students from various departments with South 
African specializations. The link between UNC-CH and the Centre and thus UKZN will 
only deepen as we move forward with our plans to great a graduate program in African 
and African-American Studies. This development will obviously increase the number of 
graduate students working on African issues and the link between the continent and the 
Diaspora. When Professor Patrick Bond give a series of lectures at UNC-CH this year, 
the issue of deepening the links between UNC-CH and the Centre kept coming up and 
this discussion will continue given the growing interest in our student body on 
contemporary and historical developments in South Africa and the rest of the continent.  
4) I have over the years worked closely with staff at the CCS. As part of this ongoing 
relationship, Professor Bond, Samir Amin and I have over the last year and half worked 
on book on contemporary social movements in Africa with contributions by scholars 
from various parts of the continent and the African Diaspora. This is a seminar book that 



includes in-depth conversations with leading scholars, community leaders, etc - again 
drawn from the diverse societies that comprise the continent. The entry point to this book 
was the work - ranging from conference, workshops and books - on social movements by 
numerous scholars at CCS. Thus the book would have remained just another wonderful 
idea if it were not for the ground work and heavy lifting carried out at CCS thus far.  
5) On April 26 this year I was invited to give the prestigious Harold Wolpe lecture. What 
occurred that evening in Durban remains one of the most transformative experiences of 
my profession life. For starters, this is the first time when my thoughts have been 
expressed in an African language: Zulu. To seat shoulder to shoulder with a South 
African sister and hear her translate my work brought to shape focus the ideas that 
leading African scholars such as Professor Ngugi wa Thiong'o have articulated for years. 
In addition, to look into the audience and see young, middle aged, elders listen and then 
interrogator my comments pointed to our enormous possibilities as Africans, Pan-
Africanists and grounded global citizens. Following the horrible violence against other 
Africans in May, my experience around the Harold Wolpe lecture and the responses for 
CCS helped me explain to my students and others in North America that there is more to 
South Africa and the rest of the continent than youths wielding "machetes" and acts of 
multiple forms of violence against each other.  
6) On a historical note: I grew up in a Kenya whereby freedom of expression and 
suffocation of civil society was the norm under Presidents Jomo Kenyatta and Daniel 
Arap Moi. For my generation, South African social movements and critical scholarship 
provided hopes and inspiration to think and work for the emergence of democratic space 
in Kenya. The CCS has emerged as the site for this continued longing among most 
Africans for deep democracy and transformation of our societies along more equitable 
lines. Consequently, to close and threaten its existence would be a slap in the face of 
South Africans of all races, classes and genders that died or paid a heavy personal cost in 
their dreams for a better country. Further, it would also mean a slap on the face of others 
in the continent that look at the CCS and thus UKZN for signals on contemporary 
achievements of our societies and ongoing struggles. For all the preceding reasons and 
others that I would be willing to share with you, I respectively urge you to support the 
work of the CCS. At a time when our continent is marked by knowledge production 
practices that contribute to what the Malawian scholar, Ollen Mwalubunju refers to as the 
"auctioning of the continent yet again" CCS needs to be strengthened and not weakened.  
 
Professor Helena Sheehan, Dublin City University:  
For those of us trying to understand South Africa while living and working elsewhere in 
the world, the CCS has become an essential lifeline. Through an innovative use of 
contemporary communications technology, especially the CCS website, the debate list 
and skypecast seminars, it has stimulated meaningful interaction of a vibrant international 
network. At the same time it has reached out to local communities struggling for the most 
basic means of existence. It is a centre of which any university should be proud. 
However, it stands opposed to the neoliberal logic stripping universities of critical 
enagagement with the world outside market norms. This must be why it is threatened as 
well as why it must be defended.  
 



Professor Walden Bello, Chulalongkorn University Focus on the Global South, 
Bangkok:  
The disturbing news has reached us that the Center for Civil Society (CCS) is facing 
closure. The Center has served as a very important vehicle for first-rate scholarship on 
social issues in Southern Africa. It has also been a critical facilitator of scholarly 
exchange between social analysts in South Africa and their colleagues outside. Like 
many other international scholars, I have found the intellectual work of the Center 
stimulating and its facilitation of scholarly exchange indispensable. I strongly urge you to 
ensure the continued existence and academic integrity of CCS.  
 
Africa Jubilee South inaugural assembly, Nairobi:  
This Assembly declares and affirms the importance of the principles of academic 
freedom and freedom of expression and specifically supports the work of centres like the 
Centre for Civil Society at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and opposes the 
recommendation for its closure.  
 
Professor Robert Brenner, Director and Tom Mertes, Administrator, University of 
California/Los Angeles Center for Social Theory and Comparative History:  
We, at the Center for Social Theory and Comparative History at UCLA, are dismayed to 
learn that the Centre for Civil Society at the University of KwaZulu- Natal is slated to be 
eliminated or placed under the aegis of a University department. The shutdown of the 
Center or its loss it autonomy would be a great loss not just to KwaZulu-Natal, but to the 
world of academia and indeed to civil society more generally. The freedom enjoyed by 
the Center has allowed it to organize the sort of frank and open discussion that is 
indispensable for understanding the central problems of global politics and development, 
and to attract a truly impressive phalanx of world class intellectuals and activists. The 
Center’s research, the Wolpe lectures, and its ad hoc activities are well known across the 
Anglophone world and throughout the Global South. We find the CCS website and 
mailserver the most sophisticated available source of news and discussion about 
contemporary South Africa and thus a major intellectual resource for social movements 
everywhere. We strongly urge that the Centre be retained with its autonomy intact and 
that it be given the permanent funding it unquestionably merits.  
 
Professor David Barkin, Profesor de Economía, Universidad Autonoma 
Metropolitana-Xochimilco:  
We in Mexico are indeed very troubled by the news of a possible closing of the Centre 
for Civil Society. I can tell you without reservations that the materials that you circulate 
to us and the outpouring of materials available by you and your colleagues are of 
extraordinary value to us here in trying to have a different and more analytic 
understanding of developments in your part of the world. Of course, we also appreciate 
the theoretical materials that result from the regular outpouring from your seminar series 
and other events that we are periodically informed about. These materials are regularly 
discussed in the advanced development seminar that I direct here in the University; you 
might well appreciate the positive reaction given the paucity of quality information and 
the very valuable academic analysis that we have access through your generous policy of 
wide circulation of your on-going work. The Economics Faculty here strongly supports 



your efforts to ensure the continued vitality of your work.  
 
Christoph Haug, Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Spezialforschung Social Science 
Research:  
I would like to state that since my visits to CCS around the International Sociological 
Association Worldconference in 2006, I have found the CCS and its publications to be an 
extremely valuable resource for my research. In fact, CCS had some complicity in me 
getting interested in (South) African Civil Society in the first place. This research field is 
underrepresented in European Academic discourse and without an internationally 
prestigious institution such as the CCS, it would be even more difficult to change this. I 
therefore support the unconditional withdrawal of all threats against the secure existence 
of the Centre of Civil Society at the University of KwaZulu-Natal.  
 
Vonani Bila, Poet and cultural activist, Elim, Limpopo Province:  
The UKZN's intention to shut down CCS by the end of the year is simply outrageous. 
How do you discontinue a centre that elevates your image as a university, a centre of 
excellence and critical research? The Timbila Poetry Project joins hundred and thousands 
of protesting voices against the intention to close down this resource that is needed more 
than ever before. CCS has successfully incorporated the human feeling, spirit and voice 
in the scheme of the university that often times remains exclusive. It continues to express 
the true images and realities of South Africa through its seminars, conferences, 
publications, outreach programmes and other programmes. CCS is a reputable institution 
locally and globally, and to shut it down amounts to demobilising and undermining civil 
society. Shutting it dowm also suggests that the university is without vision, defies 
transformation and change and wants to clamour on mundane academic tradition. We as 
Timbila Poetry Project, a cultural organisation committed to social change and people's 
education, believe the existence and relevance of CCS is greater now than before, and to 
shut it down will be a huge historical blunder.  
 
Centre of African Studies (CAS), University of Edinburgh:  
We at the Centre of African Studies consider the work of CCS to be of international 
importance. Any decision to close or downscale the Centre underestimates its value, both 
locally and internationally. The Centre hosts scholars of great standing and has developed 
a strong international reputation for producing original, well-grounded research. The high 
caliber and critical nature of this research is a credit to UKZN and raises the profile of the 
university overseas. Therefore, we strongly urge the UKZN to reconsider its position with 
regards to the potential closure of CCS.  
 
Herbert Jauch, Senior Researcher, Labour Resource and Research Institute 
(LaRRI), Katutura, Windhoek:  
We were shocked to learn about the proposal to close down the CSS of the University of 
Kwazulu-Natal. At a time when the neo-liberal project is in deep crisis and Southern 
Africa experiences rising levels of poverty and inequality, it is crucial that critical debate 
is encouraged to develop alternative models for sustained development and socio-
economic justice. It is in this context that we would like to add our voice in support of the 
CSS to enable it to continue its important work.  



 
Sociology of Work Programme, University of the Witwatersrand:  
At the weekly meeting of the Sociology of Work Programme at the University of the 
Witwatersrand this morning we discussed the threat of closure of the Centre of Civil 
Society. We wish to record our deep appreciation for the work the centre is doing. CCS is 
a key intellectual resource which makes invaluable connections between the university 
and the wider society, particularly with marginalised communities. It does so through its 
research, teaching and seminar programme which addresses key issues of social and 
environmental justice. CCS has hosted numerous exceptional scholars from all around the 
world. It has an extraordinary reach penetrating down into local grassroot communities 
and up into global policy debates. The director, Professor Patrick Bond is one of the most 
productive and insightful scholars and public intellectuals in South Africa today. 
Collectively the CCS is a source of information and ideas which strengthens many 
progressive movements and individuals around the world. It enhances the international 
prestige of the University of KwaZulu-Natal who should unite to defend it against 
reactionary forces.  
 
Robert Weissman, Editor, Multinational Monitor, Washington, DC:  
The Centre for Civil Society at the University of KwaZulu-Natal is a unique and 
treasured academic institution in Africa, and in the world. As editor of Multinational 
Monitor, a magazine that tracks issues related to economic globalization, I can think of 
no other academic institution that both studies and engages civil society movements, 
locally and globally, with the depth and incisive critical thinking that characterizes the 
work of CCS. For colleagues around the world, CCS provides not just an insightful 
perspective on South African political economy, but on civil society efforts to advance 
social, economic and ecological justice around the world.  
 
Roya Damabi, Edmonton, Canada:  
As a former UKZN SDS student I benefited enormously from the active intellectual 
environment on campus - an environment that would not have existed without the 
presence of CCS. CCS organizes lectures, attracts internationally renowned scholars and 
activists, and provides valuable opportunities for students to participate in research. This 
is the kind of environment that attracts students, draws them into campus and community 
life, and keeps them engaged after graduating. It is the kind of environment that gives me 
stories to tell people about the experiences I had at UKZN - experiences that make other 
people interested, and want to know more. What a place to learn! From a student's 
perspective, there is no beneficial outcome to the Centre's closure.  
 
Tracey Luszcz, photojournalist:  
When I heard the news that the Center for Civil Society would possibly be shut down, I 
was confused. As a photojournalist my only access to information and people has been 
through the CCS. I couldn't understand why the University would want to abolish this 
priceless resource. I was allotted two months time to do research and photograph in South 
Africa. Priceless time was spared for photographing rather than researching and 
developing contacts. The relationship between the community and academia is extremely 
unique and something we are still striving to master in the United States. The Center is 



one of the few evident evolutions of South Africa's young democracy and should be 
replicated and supported rather than destroyed.  
 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Nölke, Professor for Political Science with the focus on 
International Relations and International Political Economy, Goethe University 
Frankfurt and Simone Claar, research assistant, Goethe University, Frankfurt:  
We are concerned of the plan to close the Centre for Civil Society at the University of 
KwaZuluNatal. In the last years the Centre focused on the main social and economic 
problems within South Africa. The dialog between academics and the Civil Society 
makes the academic research extraordinary. The CCS gives anyone access to their 
research on their homepage and keep everyone informed about current developments and 
discussions in South Africa. Especially, the opportunity to take part in discussion all over 
the world through skypecast is an offer by the CSS which provides a broader exchange of 
ideas. It would be a step backwards within the research of civil society in South Africa 
and Africa if the authorities will close the Centre. The CSS has our full support.  
 
Larry Lohmann, The Corner House (research institute), UK:  
The University of KwaZulu-Natal's Centre for Civil Society sets an example that 
universities throughout the world can learn from. CCS's high-quality research grows 
directly out of the soil of its commitment to a democratic approach to the crucial 
concerns of the current age, and we all reap the benefits.  
 
Deborah James, Director of International Programs, Center for Economic and 
Policy Research, Washington, DC:  
The CCS has done an incredible in recent years of providing an academic center that 
engages some of the most important issues of our times, from globalization to 
environmental justice, from human rights and gender and race. It would be a tremendous 
shame if any actions were taken that would undermine, rather than support, the effective 
functioning of the Center. The CCS has a very large international following, in addition 
to strong domestic partnerships, that allow for an expanded community to gain more 
insight about the complex local and global processes occurring in contemporary South 
Africa and the region. The CCS is a true model of strong research that is relevant to 
communities without compromising on its high standards; would that we enjoyed the 
benefit of more such centers in the United States.  
 
Ann Colvin, Durban resident:  
A concerned citizen, I speak of the enormous respect and the standing in which Professor 
Bond and his team are held by communities whose interests, needs and hopes have 
otherwise, and to our new South Africa's shame, been largely neglected and/or betrayed.  
 
Sarah Bracking, Senior Lecturer, University of Manchester Institute for 
Development Policy and Management:  
It is with profound shock and surprise that I have heard that the world-acclaimed Centre 
for Civil Society in Durban is under threat of closure. In the wake of a number of 
international collaborations, involving students and research, over a number of years I 
can attest to the great status and excellence of the work of the Centre. I can only think 



that this is an error on the part of Administrators who are not aware of the reputation of 
the Centre, and hope that the Authorities of the University who are party to the decision 
will soon amend their judgement. I urge them to, not least as a measure to preserve the 
standing of the University of KwaZulu-Natal, but also for the sake of wider South 
African scholarship and its international reputation.  
 
Muna Lakhani, EarthLife Africa eThekwini and Institute for Zero Waste in Africa: 
Please accept Earthlife Africa eThekwini's, and the Institute for Zero Waste in Africa's 
unhesitating support for not only the retention of the CCS, but also argue for an 
expansion of its valuable role within civil society in our country. The space for 
engagement provided by the CCS is the best in our experience from the UKZN, and is to 
be encouraged.  
 
Professor Sam Moyo, Executive Director, African Institute for Agrarian Studies 
(AIAS): On behalf of AIAS networks we wish to emphasize the importance of enabling 
the CCS tp continue its role of enhancing intellectual thought, academic work and social 
struggles on the key questions of development and democratisation in Africa. This work 
has not only provoked debate in Africa but has been a critical aspect of global debates, 
which hitherto had marginalised African scholars. Despite continued ideological 
contestations and other contradictions that a few may have with some CCS works, we 
believe that it is such contestation which shapes rigorous scholarship and practise. Thus, 
we want to unequivocally state that the attempt to undermine the CCS is an unacceptable 
curtailment of academic freedom and of a nascent process of debunking dominant social 
science practises and the neoliberal ideologies on which these are founded. 
 
Stephen Lendman, Global Research.ca, The Global Research News Hour 
CCS is new to me, but since discovering it I'm troubled that the  
University of KwaZulu-Natal plans to shut it down. It has an important  
mission I support. The University needs to admit its mistake, apologize,  
and allocate the small amount it takes to keep CCS viable. Anything less  
is unthinkable. 
 
Joel Kovel, Distinguished Professor of Social Studies, Bard College: 
CCS has been a unique beacon for enlightened and progressive thought about the 
continent as it contends with the forces that would deny dignity and autonomy to the 
African peoples. Long may its work continue! 
 
Professor Anne-Maria B. Makhulu, Duke University Department of Cultural 
Anthropology: 
I write to express dismay at the possible closure of the Centre for  
Civil Society at the University of KwaZulu Natal. In my experience of  
and contact with the South African academy, since 1994, a small handful  
of institutional centers, departments and other such initiatives stand  
out. CCS has been one and for many important reasons: the intensity of  
its programming, the radical scholarship being carried out, the melding  
of academic inquiry and activism. These and many other features of the  



Centre are unique and would be sorely missed were CCS' doors to be  
closed. I do hope that in meetings with the central administration in  
the days and weeks to come that the Centre for Civil Society's  
contributions to the University as a whole and to life for people beyond  
the campus will be recognized. 
 
Professor Vincent Navarro, Director of Public and Social Policy Programs, The 
Johns Hopkins University - U.S. and Pompeu Fabra University - Spain, and 
Founder and Past President of the International Association of Health Policy: 
This note is to indicate our enormous respect and appreciation for the  
work done by the Center for Civil Society (CCS) at the University of  
KwaZulu-Natal. We make extensive use of the products of the Center,  
which provides very creative, innovative, and relevant analyses of the  
realities that it addresses. The work of the Center is an important  
point of reference among scholars working on public and social policy,  
and is much valued by academics working on public policy in the world  
today. It gives credit to the institution that hosts it. 
 
Francois Butedi Nzolani, Deputy Coordinator of Focas (LLM/Univ.Pretoria in 
Human Rights and Constitutional Practices): 
It is painful and shocking news when I heard that authorities attempted  
to close the Centre for Civil Society, at University of Kwazulu-Natal.  
Africa is facing neocolonialism by looting its resources. During my  
winter school (22-29 July 2008) organised by the Centre for Civil  
Society I learnt a lot of issues which are shared in the Southern  
African sub region in particular and developing countries in general. I  
support the cause of the Centre for Civil Society on increasing  
alertness of peoples/leaders of society and research programmes. My  
organisation, Forum of Congolese Organisations in South Africa (FOCAS),  
stands behind the CCS and strongly condemns such attempting of closure. 
 
Focus on the Global South, Bangkok, Thailand: 
The Centre for Civil Society is a model and inspiration to all of us who aspire to bridge 
the gap between activist and academic, between theory and practice, and between the 
world as it is and the world as it could be. Focus on the Global South has worked closely 
with the CCS for many years, and we hope this will continue long into the future. 
 
Victor Manfredi, Research fellow, Boston University African Studies Center: 
This is a note of solidarity with the Center for Civil Society at UKZN, in view of the 
institutional uncertainty which it currently faces (e.g. the communique of 18 August 
2008). The Center's distinguished staff bring together expertise which is indispensable to 
the university's discharge of social responsibility. Though precariously funded, they have 
in just a few years described and analyzed many connections between academic 
knowledge and questions of local and global justice, and have articulated these findings 
both professionally and accessibly to specialists as well as to the wider community. If the 
Center is abolished despite such a good start, it will have to be reinvented anyway! 



Rather let it be expanded and more closely integrated with traditional disciplines -- 
structures which are universally in dire need of a critical, public interface. Certainly this 
process entails rethinking established models of work and funding; naturally the Center's 
form and content will continue to evolve based on experience; of course university 
management should be involved, but constructively! As is well documented in the 2006 
external assessment by David Sogge, the Center has achieved a more than adequate 
takeoff, and demonstrated inspiring leadership in many areas, deserving of greater 
support. 
 
Professor Aisha Karim, Saint Xavier University Department of English and  
Foreign Languages, Chicago: 
Shutting down the CCS would be an immensely backward move on the part of  
the University administration. 
 
Coral Vinsen, 2008 Satyagraha awardee and chair of Amnesty International  
Durban chapter: 
As a long-standing human rights activist and graduate of the University  
of KwaZulu-Natal, I wish to register my dismay and strong opposition to  
the proposed closure of the Centre for Civil Society as recently announced. 
 
Review of African Political Economy Editorial Working Group: Janet Bujra 
(Chair: University of Bradford); Rita Abrahamsen (University of  
Aberystwyth); Sarah Bracking(University of Manchester); Lynne Bryden 
(University of Birmingham); Jan Burgess: Managing Editor; Ray Bush (University 
of Leeds; Reg Cline-Cole (Birmingham University); Graham Harrison (Sheffield 
University); Caroline Ifeka (University College, London); Shubi Ishemo; Branwen 
Gruffydd Jones (Goldsmiths, London University); Miles Larmer (Sheffield 
University); Roy Love (Sheffield University); Claire Mercer(University of 
Leicester); Giles Mohan (Open University); Philani Moyo (Leeds University); Sara 
Pantuliano(ODI); Mike Powell (Independent Consultant); Marcus Power (Durham 
University); David Simon (Royal Holloway, London University); Colin Stoneman: 
Hon. Treasurer; Usman Tar(Bradford); Tunde Zack Williams (University of 
Central England); Lionel Cliffe (Sheffield); Contributing Editors: Africa Editor: 
Yao Graham (Third World Network, Accra, Ghana); Jimi  
Adesina (Rhodes University, South Africa); Sylvester Akhaine (Centre for  
Constitutionalism and Demilitarisation, Nigeria); Jonathan Barker  
(University of Toronto, Canada); Patrick Bond (Centre for Civil Society,  
UKZN, South Africa); Bonnie Campbell (University of Quebec at Montreal, 
Canada); Chambi Chachage (Independent Researcher/Analyst, Tanzania); Martin 
Doornbos (Institute of Social Studies, The Hague, Netherlands); Bill Freund 
(University of KwaZulu Natal, South Africa); Thomas Jaye  
(Kofi Annan International Centre for Peacekeeping, Ghana); Marjorie Mbilinyi 
Tanzania Gender Networking Programme, Tanzania); Sam Moyo (African Institute 
for Agrarian Studies, Zimbabwe); Raufu Mustapha  
(University of Oxford, UK); Prexy Nesbitt (Columbia College, Chicago,  
USA); Cyril Obi (Nordic Africa Institute, Sweden); Trevor Parfitt  



(University of East London, UK); Reem Saad (American University in  
Cairo, Egypt); Lloyd Sachikonye (University of Zimbabwe); Carol Thompson 
(Northern Arizona University, USA); Theodore Trefon (Royal Museum of Central 
Africa, Belgium) Meredeth Turshen (Rutgers University, USA): 
We were astonished to hear of plans to close down the internationally  
renowned Centre for Civil Society at the University of KwaZulu Natal.  
Although we understand these plans are now in abeyance, we wish to add  
our voice to appeals for continuing support for this Centre, which has a  
global international reputation for innovative work linking academic and  
activist knowledge and learning and creating a new kind of community of  
scholars. Its active participatory outreach work allows for serious  
reflection upon issues of urban marginality and collective action, and  
it is characterised by inspiring leadership and committed teamwork. As a  
group of editors publishing the Review of African Political Economy we  
regard the Centre as a unique venture in Africa which has amply rewarded  
the investment which the University has made in it in the past. It would  
be a poor reflection on the University internationally to destroy the  
reputation which the Centre has achieved. 
 
Naomi Klein, author of Shock Doctrine: 
The Center for Civil Society proves that academia can still be relevant  
and vibrant; indeed it can be positively dangerous. The center’s  
top-notch scholars are known throughout the world for research that  
advances debate on the most pressing social and environmental issues of  
our time, from slums to carbon trading to water privatization. This  
research has been invaluable to my own writing and I trust that the  
University of KwaZulu-Natal will protect this exceptional institution. 
 
Bjorn Hansen, teacher and project leader, Krogerup Folk High School, Denmark: 
As a teacher on issues concerning globalisation and civil society, the  
work of scholars from CCS has been of great use and importance. Indeed,  
from Denmark we are now considering sending students to study with and  
learn from CCS scholars. Why anyone would threaten a center with an  
incredible international reputation seems very odd. We hope and trust  
that the UKZN administration will keep this vital institution. 
 
Seth Sandronsky, US journalist 
As a Sacramento (CA) journalist, I get a vital view of current events  
and research in South Africa from the UKZN Center for Civil Society. I  
support its existence now and in the future. 
 
Ennie Chipembere, International Women’s Rights Technical Advisor, ActionAid 
International, South Africa: 
When I went to do my Masters in International Development in some far  
off country after two years in the development sector, I bemoaned the  
disconnect between the experience I had and some of the theoretical  



stuff the lecturers taught us. It was difficult for me to relate it to  
the many issues the women I had worked with in Zimbabwe and I’m sure it  
was worse for other students who had no field experience. Fast forward  
five years later, I have the opportunity to work with many experienced  
development workers who unfortunately sometimes struggle with women’s  
rights work because they have not had an opportunity to learn the  
theoretical frameworks that guide this work. Throw in there experienced  
organic development workers who have much to share, but rarely have the  
space or opportunity to reflect, write and teach others what they know  
so that at the end of the day we achieve what we are all fighting for –  
a world without poverty, people with agency and a just world. Fast  
forward to 27th June 2008, I had the opportunity to be part of the  
CCS-OSISA Winter School for Development Practitioners in the Economic  
Justice Sector. Cliché or not, but at the end of the day I said to  
myself, yes! This is the place that brings it all together; the theory,  
the development experience, the community engagement (after classroom  
sessions we went to Chatsworth and one of the slum areas, Crossmoor),  
space to synergise all this and enrich our development approaches and  
practice. 


